2026 President’s Report

Prepared for the 2026 GAMM, by Mara Fridell

The transnational hard right, ruling out of Washington DC, Israel, Germany, Hungary, and
London, and funded by the Epstein class (as well as American taxpayer remits to eternity), met in
Ottawa in March this vear to organize establishment liberal and conservative political parties

across Canada, Britain, Germany, France, Italy, Hungary, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, India and
Indonesia to take up the inegalitarian Antienlightenment’s unrelenting fight against its ultimate
political enemies: democratic socialists, theorists and organizers of democratic development and

opponents of fascism.

Under the banner of the Trump regime, the ruling transnational hard right seeks to turbocharge
the Jakarta Method. In May at The Hague the US State Department will train these allied

countries’ police to unleash state terror on egalitarian, democratic individuals and organizations,

and in July it will hold an international government summit in Washington DC to coordinate the

transnational terrorization of democrats.

The US State Department has offered a USD$10 million reward for information that helps them
attack the financial bases of “anti-fascist” democratic organizations, and the Republican federal
government supports Orban’s Hungary as a wingman home base for the transnational hard right.
Coalescing a transnational hard right, the Republican US government “has sought to strengthen
ties with right-wing groups overseas and to bolster their standing in their own countries,” reports
The New York Times.

We in the Atlanticist empire are now all besieged with an endless barrage of right-wing
organizing stress tests, long planned by the Heritage Foundation and like instruments of de-
democratization instituted after the mid twentieth century deregulation of finance and the
resulting explosion of wealth inequality. Political stress tests constitute organizing in a planned,
graduated succession of initiatives to change institutions. As key individuals and communities
cooperate and collaborate with the hard right’s stress tests, institutional and political changes are
implementing broad societal changes. Stress tests are employed by business, and before her

untimely death, sociologist Jane McAlevey explained how stress tests can be used to organize

labor and communities toward democratization. The far-right, by contrast, aims for the master-
slave utopia of unfettered, debauched wealth-elite tyranny supported by Bannon-esque aides-de-
camp dictating strategy to militarized police and bellicose clerics managing populations via

dehumanization, genocides, war, resource expropriations, and mass servitude.

Just as the peculiar institution of common law permits the socially-irrational accumulation of

power via exclusive, private asset claims (Pistor 2017) and the peculiar institution of unregulated
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private equity dumps bad debt on public communities, over the American Century, anti-
democratic legal and institutional innovations including Qualified Immunity, the 1033 Program,
DHS-ICE, and the Insurrection Act have distributed into American policing judicial authority
and the state right to commit fatal violence. They have eviscerated democratic rights including
the Posse Comitatus (1878) prohibition against political elites deploying the US military against
the US population (c¢f historian Heather Cox Richardson), and can be considered a symptom of
the country’s extreme subsidiarization to global economic elites. As Trump promised, the US’s
slavery-accommodating, underdeveloped democracy has been dismantled, leaving within its
shattered corpse vast spoils for the Epstein class and its transnational hard-right politicians and
soldiers.

What role does the university play in this world, in the tightening grip of the hard right?
Relatedly, over the past year at the University of Manitoba, Zionist law students and professors
have strategized a new stress test: sandwiching the international hard-right attack on non-
collaborators within the employer’s “human rights” policing and conflict-management process.
Employer bias against employees and common-law bias against workers, and the authority
conferred upon employers to investigate, judge, and prosecute moral crimes against institutional
prescribed doctrine, are being forged into tools of the transnational far-right war on democrats.
Over the past year, the Faculty of Arts faced an epidemic of students, often young male
international students, employing these hard-right stress tests. These students demanded top-tier
credentials from their professors, and they treated courses, professors, and democratic peers with
contempt and hostility, in bad faith covertly recording their courses and feeding the recordings
into LLMs (Large Language Models) to produce sprawling, hallucination-packed Human Rights/
grade complaints against their professors.

International far-right entrepreneur, sworn lifelong neo-Nazi, and a Trump-regime coordinator,
Sebastian Gorka is a model for the anti-scholarly transnational far-right approach to securing
authority. The preparation of this model belies just-so narratives about a once-democratic Cold
War Republican Party. With GHW Bush administration patronage as a Gen-X youth in post-
communist Eastern Europe, Gorka launched his career as a hard-right ideologist and organizer,
serving Victor Orban before being recruited to the US by the GW Bush Department of Defense.
In Washington DC, Gorka brandishes a phony Hungarian PhD as well as his Hungarian neo-Nazi
Vitézi Rend medal, symbolic brass authorizing him to teach hard-right ideology across a variety
of military and private capitalist political institutes in Washington DC. Through the hard-right
press, his US East Coast iron-heiress wife Katharine published instructions on how to hunt both
democratic socialists and Muslims.

After decades of respectable anticommunist, neoliberal establishment patronage, the Gorkas have

arrived. Trump has installed Sebastian Gorka to coordinate countries—including Canada—in the



hard-right’s next-gen Jakarta Method hunt targeting anti-fascists and democrats, as compliment
to the post-Posse Comitatus domestic military raids upon US democratic communities from Los

Angeles to Minneapolis to Burlington.

Disorganized since the mid twentieth century by multi-pronged Cold War policing, democrats
persist only residually organized. They are low-impact and peaceful, but apparently intolerable
as they continue to resist the hard-right’s de-democratization stress tests, as they oppose public
infrastructure liquidation, state terror, genocide, and war. Democratic socialists and anti-fascists
are being targeted for state persecution because they assert a hard no, they refuse to collaborate
with the transnational hard right enjoying the Epstein class’s patronage.

Yet communities, institutions, and countries have recognized the stress tests for what they are,
and they have jammed the ratcheting hard-right dominion by using their own resources, from
connection to wealth to a geographic choke point. Our friends in Minneapolis have learned how
to cohere community against democracy-disruptive militarized policing. Iran negotiates to
protect the Lebanese. As the transnational hard-right mines universities for inflated credentials
and employs subterfuge, disruption, employers’ and law’s anti-labor bias, and hallucinogenic Al
to attack academic non-collaborators as enemies, I suggest a new model for academics struggling
to retain scholarly standards and education-working conditions at universities: Japanese labor has

fought for and won both public consensus and legislation moderating employers’ anti-labor bias

and their unhealthy patronage of kasuhara, consumer harassment of employees.

We will see how Canadian political parties and police respond to the transnational hard-right’s
expansionary stress tests, funded and institutionalized by the transnational Epstein class. In this,
the challenging times we have been given, my presidential report encourages you to fortify
yourself, and the communities, humanity, and planet you love, by productively exchanging ideas,
information, and grievances; by organizing and commoning in your communities; by building
democratic international connections; and by collectively strategizing how to survive and build
an egalitarian, ecologically-sound, democratic-socialist future against hard-right stress tests and
state terror.

In this vein, I can report that the SSS has continued over the past year to organize our annual
conference as a venue for building protective and productive connections amongst democratic
socialists and allied left-leaning friends throughout Canada and beyond. Thanks to Mostafa
Henaway, Joseph Fantauzzi, and Peter Ives for this organizing work. Thanks to artist and graphic
designer Habiba Hisham for her beloved designs for the SSS. And a warm thanks to our friend
Patrick Noel for arranging a home for us at 1'Université de Saint-Boniface.

This year we are thrilled to connect with international communities via our conference

partnership with Canada-China Focus, co-hosting the symposium on China in the World Today. I
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give big thanks to Bill Carroll, Jada Gannon-Day, John Price and their colleagues for connecting

our organizations and advancing this important, integrity community of scholarship.

I laud our book prize recipients, and our esteemed keynote speakers, Andy Crosby, and Sean
Carleton and Ellen Gabriel. Your contributions are deeply appreciated. Thanks also to Sean for
participating in book prize selection and helping with conference organizing this year.

With our journal Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes under renewing, expanded leadership and
the engine of Bill Carroll and Paul Kellogg’s determination and grace, we are publishing a
special issue, led by Abigail Bakan and Yasmeen Abu Laban, on Palestine and teaching in
Canada. That special issue emerges from brilliant presentations at last year’s conference in
Toronto. We warmly encourage this year’s conference participants to prioritize, edit, and submit
their presentations for publication as articles in Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes after this
June’s conference. To build toward a democratizing future, democratic-socialist communication
and publishing are critical; and scholarship is indispensable knowledge for democratic
development. Focus, connect, strategize, and publish, Socialist Studies members.

Throughout this past year, Phil Henderson has coordinated executive meetings and Cheryl
Hewitt has taken responsibility for treasurer work. Along with Bill Carroll, Paul Kellogg, Megan
Aiken, Jada Gannon-Day, Faisal Alakoozi, Priyansh, Mostafa Henaway, Joseph Fantauzzi, and
Stephen Gnanasihamany, they have been indispensable stalwarts keeping the SSS humming. |
extend my deepest appreciation to the SSS executive, and I honour their many accomplishments

this year.

Thanks for joining us in Winnipeg, friends. While I'm off getting revived by a long-overdue
research leave and a fellowship in Sweden this year, I know you’re in great hands with the SSS
executive, and I look forward to joining you next at next year’s SSS conference. Thanks to rising
star and Assistant Professor Megan Aiken for stepping into the president’s GAMM role in my
stead.

Hasta la victoria,
Mara Fridell
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