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The Society for Socialist Studies had a good financial year in 2024-2025, a decided change from the financial 

pressures of the last few years. We’ve learned what resources we need to carry out our basic programs, and 

we’ve adapted and forged ahead when we hit obstacles.   

Our 2024 Conference moved to UQAM at short notice. Early on we set a solid example for other academic 

organizations when we refused to condone McGill’s approach to their student encampment in support of 

Palestine and their approach to the law professors’ strike. 

Our costs were very low at UQAM, with many thanks to Eric Pineault for helping us to secure good space there 

at such short notice.  So, the Tim Horton’s coffee, muffins and donuts (augmented by apples) were our most 

costly expenditures! The skillful work of our conference committee meant that in November, the FHSS paid us 

out the full amount of the registration and social event fees they collected on our behalf, without penalty.  

Executive believes we must review our continuing participation in the FHSS Congress. While we are 

maintaining our membership in FHSS, we need to carefully consider whether our small association can afford 

to participate in future Congresses. 

We are very grateful to Jamie-Lynn Magnusson for helping arrange facilities at OISE this year. I look forward to 

visiting OISE for the first time.   

The other big surprise was a major windfall of royalty revenue.  Royalty revenue had accumulated over several 

years, and the crux of the problem seems to have been the need for a routine tri-annual request for exemption 

from US taxes. We will learn in the next couple of years what annual revenue we should generally expect from 

royalties. 

Now – to the 2025-2026 budget!!  

The Socialist Studies Journal remains a key priority. The emerging Journal Collective focused this year on 

reimagining the organizational structure of the Journal. While we didn’t incur any costs this past fiscal year for 

the Journal, we budgeted for it and we want to see the Journal develop and flourish. We have included similar 

amounts in the 2025-2026 budget. 

This budget is relatively status quo, given what we learned last year about operating a Conference outside of 

Congress. It still assumes a profit from Congress, which then helps pay for emerging scholar travel. However, 

we have budgeted for roughly the same amount of income from memberships and donations. Exceeding these 

targets will require effort and stretch us a bit, but that work is necessary if we want to expand what we do. 

I again recommend to members that we focus on building capacity by creating an annual plan for asking 

members and supporters for donations over and above their membership fees. 


