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RE-IMAGINING THE LEFT

2023 SOCIETY FOR SOCIALIST STUDIES CONFERENCE
MAY 27-30, YORK UNIVERSITY

TKARONTO (AKA TORONTO)

Location Information:
The rooms assigned to the SSS conference remain relatively consistent throughout the
four-day period, but there are some noted differences. All sessions that are part of the
SSS programme alone (i.e., not cross-listed sessions) take place in Founders College. All
room numbers are listed according to the following building acronyms:

FC (Founders College) | VC (Vanier College)
DB (Victor Philip Dahdaleh Building) | VH (Vari Hall)

Please click here for an interactive map of the York campus.
We ask that you reqister separately (no additional fee) if you would like to attend the

May 30t programming, a one-day event to honour the life and work of Aziz Choudry,
organized by the Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies.

Sessions labelled “hybrid” are presented in-person or remotely,/combination, and can be
accessed remotely (online) for all $5S conference registrants via the online Congress
portal.

2023 Society for Socialist Studies Programme Committee:
Megan Aiken (Chair and Convenor), Raju Das, Terry Maley, Meenal Shrivastava.
Additional thanks to the Society for Socialist Studies Executive for further guidance.

Note:

The programme committee has sought to ensure the correct spelling of names,
affiliations, and other information. In the event of any inaccuracies on personal details, we
extend our sincere apologies for the unintended error. Additionally, in an effort to flatten
the academic hierarchy and promote equity among the ideas presented, this conference

programme does not include ranks or academic titles for presenters beyond university
affiliations. No slight regarding the work entailed to rising to particular posts or ranks is
intended.


https://map.concept3d.com/?id=1200#!ce/34557?ct/29101,29093?s/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeFhPhhF7yUnD6viMq7WMfuuBNloH8UeS54fXU8V8QAzLHaLQ

CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE

Day 1: May 27, 2023

8:00 AM - Greeting table opens in FC 201
ongoing
8:30 AM — FC 203
10:00 AM Fossil Capitalism, Climate Breakdown
and Political
Contestation (Part 1)
10:00 AM - Coffee break in FC 201
10:30 AM
10:30 AM - FC 203 (Hybrid) FC 202 FC 108
12:00 PM Peril and Possibilities: Academic Fossil Capitalism, Climate Breakdown Reimagining Self-Determination: The
Marxism, Class Struggle, and the and Political Geopolitical Economy of Racial
Growth of the Right Worldwide Contestation (Part 2) Capitalism and Imperialism
1:30 PM —
3:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid)
“Home Care Fault Lines: Understanding Tensions and Creating Alliances”
Cynthia Cranford
2022 Errol Sharpe Book Prize Winner Keynote
3:00 PM - Coffee break in FC 201
3:30 PM
3:30 PM - FC 202
5:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid) Prefiguration and Left-Imaginaries
Jason Kenney, Danielle Smith, and
Alberta’s Right: A Critical Discussion of
Anger and Angst
6:00 PM - Welcome banquet! (Pre-registration required)

10:00 PM




Day 2: May 28

8:00 AM - Greeting table opens in FC 201
ongoing
8:30 AM - FC 202 FC 108
10:00 AM FC 203 (Hybrid) Fighting for Home: Housing, Settler Colonialism as Social Form

The Principles and Politics of Capitalism and Resistance

Democratic Socialism
10:00 AM - Coffee break in FC 201
10:30 AM
10:30 AM - FC 202 FC 305
12:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid) Resisting the Carceral State The Ideas of Class and Capital
The Democratic Socialist
Tradition, Today

3:00 PM - Coffee break in FC 201
3:30 PM
1:30 PM - FC 305
3:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid) FC 202 Re-imagining Public Health

The Lost Voice of lulli Martov Reckonings and Re-Imaginings:

Through the Lens of Marcusean
Critical Theory

3:30 PM -
5:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid)

Remembering Frank Cunningham and Celebrating his Intellectual Legacy




Day 3: May 29

8:00 AM - Greeting table opens in FC 201

ongoing

8:30 AM - FC 303

10:00 AM FC 203 (Hybrid) Parties and Party Systems: Transition or Crisis?

Aesthetics, Performance, and Social Solidarity

10:00 AM — Coffee break in FC 201
10:30 AM

10:30 AM —

12:00 PM FC 203 (Hybrid)

Re-Imagining the Multi-Dimensional Left: Challenges and Perspectives

12:00 PM - Luncheon in FC 201
1:30 PM

1:30 PM —

3:00 PM FC 203

2023 General Annual Membership Meeting
of the Society for Socialist Studies

Attendees must be members of the Society in good standing

3:30 PM -
5:00 PM VHC
Keynote Session with the Canadian Association for the Study of International Development (CASID)
“Development in the 21st Century: What's Worth Re-imagining?”
A Conversation with Robtel Pailey




Day 4: May 30

8:30 AM —
3:00 PM Honouring the Life and Work of Aziz Choudry
Presented by the Canadian Association for Work and Labour Studies (CAWLS)
Separate (no fee) registration required

3:15 PM -

4:45 PM Keynote Session in DB 0006

Rik Davidson/Studies in Political Economy Book Prize Keynote
Co-Sponsored with the Canadian Political Science Association and Studies in Political Economy Journal



https://forms.gle/ez3GR5SLbMhXiMbJA

FULL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

DAY 1: MAY 27

8:00-8:30 AM

Registration available in FC 20l

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

FC 203: Fossil Capitalism, Climate Breakdown and Political Contestation (Part 1)
Chair: Megan Aiken (she/they), University of Alberta

‘Refusing Ecocide: From Fossil Capitalism to a Livable World”
William K. Carroll, University of Victoria

This paper offers a concise theoretical-historical analysis of fossil capitalism and the
climate crisis, accompanied by an assessment of alternatives to our current trajectory
toward ecocide (Whyte 2020). Theoretically, the paper synthesizes historical materialist
perspectives on capitalist accumulation, imperialism and hegemony, as frameworks for
tracing fossil capitalism’s development, its cumulative ecological impact, and the viability
of alternatives. In the first part, the historical narrative is periodized into three sections,
covering first the century-and-a-half epoch from the Industrial Revolution to the close of
World War Two; next the pivotal post-war boom era of fordism/consumer capitalism in
the centre and neo-colonialism on the periphery (provoking the ‘great acceleration’ of
carbon emissions, Steffen et al 2015); and finally the organic crisis and sharpening
contradictions of fossil capitalism, eroding the relatively inclusive fordist historical bloc,
from the mid-1970s to our current time. The paper’s second part takes up alternatives,
examining how they articulate with the core concepts of accumulation, imperialism and
hegemony. This analysis of alternatives begins with a discussion of ‘false solutions’
comprising climate capitalism: attempts to requlate fossil capital via market mechanisms
or to create techno-fixes (changing the energy source, geoengineering, etc.). The
rejection of these approaches, whose remedies remain within the logic of accumulation,
imperialism and bourgeois hegemony, leads to the final section, a synthesizing survey of
proposals, emergent movements and strategies toward democratic eco-socialism,
breaking decisively from that logic. In these nearly pitch-black times, the concluding
section thereby conveys an optimism of the will.



“Food and Climate - Limits and Possibilities of Localized Activism”
Sabine Dreher, York University; Nicholas Cabal

Fragile supply chains, increasing food waste, price spikes, petroleum dependency,
corporate capture, environmental destruction, poor labour standards, a global obesity
and hunger crisis do not represent an erosion but reflect how western industrialization
and (later) the neoliberal globalisation project have intentionally moulded the food
system to maximise private profit above all else. Despite resistance from small-scale
agriculture, chefs, farmer’s markets, urban agriculture and food co-ops, it has been
difficult to fundamentally change the food system. On the contrary, economic
concentration continues unabated. The paper discusses a small-scale effort at a Canadian
university to develop an alternative to the all-domineering cafeteria on the campus. The
paper is an effort to understand the larger context within which the activism is taking
place to develop better strategies of transformation for the next semester.

“The Role of the Globalist Conspiracy in Fossil Capital’s Regime of Obstruction”
Jacob McLean

This paper will focus on how the globalist conspiracy theory upholds fossil capital’s
interests and stymies climate action. The globalist conspiracy theory goes by many
different names and has many different targets: sometimes it’s called the One World
Order or the New World Order; sometimes it's associated with the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals and their Agenda 2030; more recently, it's primary target has
become the World Economic Forum and its founder, Klaus Schwab; in other contexts, it
targets individuals like George Soros or Bill Gates. As one can already see by the nature of
its targets—often elite policy-making institutions or liberal billionaire philanthropists—the
conspiracy theory contains a powerful anti-elitism. Why, though, does the conspiracy
seem to spare fossil capital from its anti-elitist critique? Drawing on globalist
conspiratorial content produced by a wide range of social movements, organizations and
individuals associated with the Alberta far right—from the Yellow Vests to the multi-
faceted ‘Freedom movement’ behind Danielle Smith’s rise—this paper asks where these
ideas come from, who is responsible for disseminating them, and why they find a
receptive audience. Ultimately, this paper puts forth the argument that the globalist
conspiracy theory has become a sort of master frame for a nascent fossil fascist politics in
Alberta.

“The Québec Clean Growth Policy-Planning Network: A Structural Analysis”
Nicolas Viens, Université de Moncton; JP Sapinski, Université de Moncton; Audrey Laurin-
Lamonthe, York University; in collaboration with Eric Pineault, UQAM



Over the last decade, grassroots socio-ecological movements in Québec, Canada played a
key role in overturning several carbon extractivist proposals, including the Energy East tar
sands pipeline project and plans for installing hydrofracturing gas wells in the St. Lawrence
Valley. This broad mobilization coalesced into the Common Front for Energy Transition,
who contributed to move the environmental discourse toward a broader conception of
transition to include radical social justice and post-capitalist alternatives. In parallel, the
corporate community, along with the major environmental NGOs and labour unions in
the province, formed its own “clean growth” coalitions, promoting a market-based,
technocentric transition discourse which combines sustainability and economic growth,
but without altering current socioeconomic structures. Although these groups of actors
play an important role in shaping the transition discourse in the province, few have
studied how they are organized and to what extent they either reinforce or weaken
decarbonization efforts. This paper provides a structural analysis of these emerging
corporate clean growth policy-planning coalitions in Quebec. We collected relational
data about five organizations at the core of the debates on the definition of transition,
and the network of board interlocks they are embedded in. We describe the overall
structure of the network, the corporate sectors involved, and its main corporate and
individual actors. We also outline the different regions of the network and the brokerage
role played by certain organizations. We conclude on the key role such networks of
knowledge production play in socio-ecological struggles over the definition of transition
and decarbonization.

10:00-10:30 AM

Beverages available in FC 20l

10:30 AM-12:00 PM

FC 203: Peril and Possibilities: Academic Marxism, Class Struggle, and the Growth of the
Right Worldwide

Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online

Chair: Katherine Nastovski, York University

‘Right-wing Attacks on Academia in India and the question of What is to Be Done?”
Raju Das, York University



The paper talks about how the right-wing movement in India is attacking academic
freedom. It also discusses the question of what is to be done about this by progressive
academics.

“The Sewol Square: Marxism and the Left-Right Division in South Korea”
Hyun Ok Park, York University

A square in downtown Seoul was occupied for five years (2014-2019) by activists and
ordinary people demanding the truth of the Sewdl ferry disaster. Taking this occupy
movement as an allegory, I investigate the left-right division and predicaments of
Marxism in South Korea.

“Academic Marxism, the Left, and Autocratic Putrefaction of the Social in Turkey”
Gokboru Sarp Tanyildiz, Brock University

This paper discusses the condition of academic marxism in the context of increasingly
authoritarian and autocratic rule in Turkey. It raises questions about the relationship
between academic knowledge production for social transformation, organized
oppositional Left politics, and the very constitution of the social in the country.

“The Far Right, Liberal Capitalist Democratic Power and Academic Marxism in North
America”
Robert Latham, York University

While the far left (and Marxism) poses little threat to the core of liberal capitalist power
in the state and economy (and if anything is helping “do work” for the centre against the
far right), the far right has made Marxism, especially Academic Marxism, a core target
and framing for its battle against liberal power and the left. What are the stakes in this
development?

FC 202: Fossil Capitalism, Climate Breakdown and Political Contestation (Part 2)
Chair: William K. Carroll, University of Victoria

‘Canada’s Nuclear Colonialism: Capitalist Realism and the Public Sphere”
Harrison Dressler, Queen’s University

In recent years, across Canada, actors in industry, government, and civil society have
proposed small modular reactors (SMRs) as a purely technological solution to climate
change. Yet, Durant and Fuji Johnson (2009) argue that discourses surrounding nuclear



energy restrict the scope of public deliberation by entrenching pre-existing power
relations among actors in industry in government. Using Habermas’ (1989) theory of the
public sphere, this paper analyzes New Brunswick’s English-language print media and its
coverage of newly proposed SMRs in the province. As predicted by Durant and Fuiji
Johnson’s framework (2009), media coverage overwhelmingly favoured pro-nuclear
perspectives drawn from actors in industry and government. In particular, sources
underemphasized risk, delegitimized criticism, and identified nuclear energy as a
necessary precondition to solving the climate crisis. Proponents argued that economic
growth and environmental sustainability were mutually compatible goals. By excluding
dissident Indigenous perspectives, Canada’s nuclear energy industry thwarts fair public
deliberation. We contend that the nuclear industry advances “capitalist realist” ideology in
the public sphere, a form of neoliberal hegemony that presupposes the capitalist mode of
production to be inescapable (Fisher 2009). We urge environmentalists and scholars to
distance themselves from pro-nuclear movements predicated on the exploitation of
Indigenous land.

References

Durant, D., & Fuji Johnson, G. (2009). Nuclear Waste Management in Canada: Critical
Issues, Critical Perspectives. UBC Press.

Fisher, M. (2009). Capitalist Realism. Zero Books.

Habermas, ). (1989). The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere (T. Burger & F.
Lawrence, Trans. [1962]). The MIT Press.

‘Absorbing the Costs: Alberta’s Orphan Wells and the Externalization of Liabilities”
Alie Hermanutz (they/them), Department of Politics, York University

There are thousands of ‘orphaned’ wells, pipelines, and processing facilities wasting away
in the plains of Alberta, wards of the province and its non-profit organizations. Largely
due to financial stress, these deserted pieces of infrastructure no longer have any legal or
financial guardians to take care of them. In such cases, they are absorbed by the Alberta
Energy Regulator (AER) and its Orphan Well Association (OWA) who become their
stewards. Examining the AER and OWA in managing the blooming crisis of deserted tar
sands operators’ assets, this article argues that this asset desertion shapes a crisis in
capitalist production as the continued externalization of social and environmental costs is
absorbed by Albertan non-profit institutions, solvent operators paying industry tariffs, the
province of Alberta and, accordingly, the public. The article attends to this through 1)
analyzing dynamics surrounding tar sands production and its regulatory frameworks 2)
analyzing the ways that asset desertion co-constitutes a crisis in capitalist production, and
3) interrogating the ways in which requlatory language shields financial-industrial capital



from view of this situation while shifting the financial and socio-environmental costs away
from the oil and gas industry. Finally, the article ends with a discussion of the AER’s
regulatory directives including the December 202l release of Directive O88, aimed at
reducing the number of orphan wells for which it is liable.

‘Climate Capitalism, Growth, and Nuclear Power Expansion in Canada”
Susan O’'Donnell, St. Thomas University; Janice Harvey, St. Thomas University

Canada's 80-year commitment to the nuclear power industry failed to live up to
expectations. Nuclear power reactors are operating in only Ontario and New Brunswick,
where the public electrical utilities carry a heavy nuclear debt reflected in power rates.
Not a single nuclear reactor has been built in three decades.

Nevertheless, a committed cabal of nuclear acolytes within federal and provincial
governments, regulatory agencies, and the now-privatized nuclear research sector,
continue to push nuclear technology as a viable electricity source and as a solution to the
climate crisis. The nuclear industry’s answer to the multiple well-known problems with the
technology are shiny new small modular nuclear reactor (SMR) designs.

Since 2020, more than $1 billion in federal funds have flowed to private nuclear
companies and Ontario Power Generation to develop their SMR designs. At the same
time, expert reports highlight the long timeline for SMR development; many SMRs will
have difficulty reaching commercial deployment by 2050.

We situate the proposed nuclear expansion within a framework of what has been termed
climate capitalism: a project led by corporate and political elites to maintain hegemony
and perpetuate the capitalist world order and growth economies. The state, in turn, has
taken on the role of allowing capitalists investing in nuclear power, and the energy sector
more generally, to socialize any costs and risks while privatizing their profits. After an
overview of the larger Canadian scenario, the paper will dig deeper into the nuclear and
energy landscape in New Brunswick.

‘National Interest, (Neoliberal) Nationalization, and the Critique of Critical Infrastructure:
The Case of the TMX”
Isaac Thornley, York University

Deployments of “national interest” and neoliberal nationalization (Tienhaara and Walker
2072I) are increasingly used to legitimize “critical infrastructure” projects, such as fossil fuel
pipelines. Facing an uncertainty economic future amid mounting pressures for rapid,



large-scale decarbonization, the fossil fuel industry looks to governments to “de-risk”
infrastructural investment. On the other hand, “critical infrastructure” is a legal category
that mobilizes a regime of surveillance and securitization against Indigenous land defense
and social movements to promote pipeline development, presenting them as necessary
for the national interest and criminalizing those who interfere with their operation
(Dafnos et al. 2016; Spice 2018). Policies aimed at de-risking and “nationalizing” critical
infrastructure are part of a broader “regime of obstruction” (Carroll et al. 202I) that
expresses a form of “new denialism” (Daub et al. 202I), i.e., climate science is accepted but
not substantively integrated into government policy. With a particular focus on the
recent history of the Trans Mountain Pipeline Expansion (TMX) project, this paper
explores “critical infrastructure” as a site of active political conflict over settler state
legitimacy and as an ideological support for a specific national vision serving the interests
of fossil capital. With my critique, | hope to offer an alternative account of which
infrastructures are really critical and which alternative forms of nationalization might be
desirable for moving toward a more egalitarian, democratic, and sustainable world.

FC 108: Reimagining Self-Determination: The Geopolitical Economy of Racial Capitalism
and Imperialism
Chair: Olena Lyubchenko

‘On Our Way to Europe: The Problem of Peripheral Whiteness”
Olena Lyubchenko, York University

After more than a year of Russia's violent war in Ukraine, the language of anti-colonialism
has become divorced from the anti-capitalist project of self-determination. In a surreal
resemblance to Putin's own de-communization rhetoric that justified his regime's invasion
of Ukraine, both Western and Ukrainian state discourse and academia increasingly utilize
the process of Ukraine’s Europeanization as a path from being 'colonized by communism'’
to being 'de-colonized' and 'de-communized.' In this paper, | delve into how Ukraine's
'return to Europe' is a racialized project of global capitalism, by drawing upon social
reproduction feminism, literature on on-going primitive accumulation, as well as
scholarship on processes of racialization, racial citizenship, and Eastern European
integration in the EU. The Zelensky government's implementation of overtly neoliberal
austerity measures, aimed at further 'Europeanizing' the country actually violates even the
lowest of EU standards. Far from ironic, such dispossessive reforms are intended to deepen
capital accumulation in Ukraine, create easy investment opportunities for Western capital,
and produce an underpaid, precarious, and feminized migrant labor force - privileged in
relation to other migrant workers and refugees - bound for Europe and North America as
cheap reproductive labour. In this way, Ukraine is offered the conditions of peripheral



whiteness, which does not ensure safe and equal belonging, but a convenient disciplinary
tool, as deviation risks a loss of status with attendant material repercussions. Ukraine’s
‘return to Europe’ serves to legitimize Europe as an anti-colonial project, thereby masking
its historical and on-going exclusionary politics based on racialized citizenship and
dispossession in Eastern Europe and the Global South.

‘Rebuilding Ukraine: Decentralization Reform and Civil Society”
Sophia llyniak, York University

Ukraine’s Decentralization reform has been credited for the empowerment of civil society
in resisting Russia’s invasion. The widely-celebrated, collective voluntary labour - called
“toloka” in Ukrainian - is seen as a part of the initiative of local self-determination central
to an explosion of debates on rebuilding Ukraine: not only the built environment, but also
state-society relations. Understood to be critical to European integration, local self-
determination was the impetus for the Decentralization reform, a re-scaling and
reterritorialization of governance downloading responsibility to new urban
amalgamations and thus, setting off new competitive relationships typical of
neoliberalizing uneven geographical development. Toloka is the instinctive social response
to the resulting peripheralizations of this already austere landscape, now exacerbated by
Russian attack. Homes and infrastructure are rebuilt, and spaces of refuge, recovery,
solidarity and festival are shared in the face of (creative) destruction.

Sensitive to core-periphery dynamics, this paper critically examines how the informal
activity of toloka desperately depends on and competes for Western capital channeled
through formal civil society (NGOs, non-profit organizations, charitable activity)
embedded in the management and reproduction of uneven development. In the context
of Decentralization reform, there appear to be fewer options outside of such
appropriations that discipline the working class, binding it to state territorialities of
nationalism and reproduction of White ‘civility.” The review of rebuilding debates carries
the concern that as local self-determination embodied, moral supremacy of civil society
forecloses imagination of alternatives, playing a politically-seductive role (“between the
state and the market”) in the global geo-ideological doctrine of post-socialism.

‘Re-Readling Racial Capitalism and Imperialism in Post(?) Cold-War Geopolitics: From
Afghanistan and Iraq to Yugoslavia and Ukraine”
Sedef Arat-Kog, Toronto Metropolitan University

Currently, the overwhelming hegemony of simplified interpretations of the Ukraine War
(of democracy and a “rules-based international order” against authoritarianism; as one



between “good and evil") not only choke and silence peace activism; it also makes it
difficult to imagine self-determination beyond narrow and distorted dimensions. These
challenges to critical thought and politics suggest that the history of the post(?) cold-war
period may need a careful re-reading and re-interpretation. One of the new and
important dimensions of such a project may involve expanding the analysis of racial
capitalism and imperialism to Eastern and Southern Europe. The paper aims to focus on
racial capitalism and the politics of whiteness and Orientalism in imperial interventions in
the Middle East and Europe since the 1990C:s. It identifies and discusses the connections (as
well as differences) between the imperial interventions in various contexts. In addition to
re-interpreting recent history, the paper also aims to contribute to discussions of
conceptions of self-determination beyond “faking democracy” (David Chandler, 2000).

‘A Theory of Dialectical Transnational Historical Materialism for China’s State Capitalism
and the China-US Rivalry”
David Chen, University of Toronto

A new cold war seems to be looming between China and the United States. The
escalating China-US rivalry calls for a more dialectical theory of international political
economy that captures conflict and disintegration as an integral part of capitalist
globalisation. Kees van der Pijl's and William Carroll’s critical realist approach towards the
study of transnational corporations (TNCs) and transnational capitalist class (TCC)
formation has incorporated the classical theory of uneven capitalist development and
inter-imperialist rivalry into the scholarship of transnational historical materialism, which |
argue is apt for explaining the China-US conflict: One is positioned as a Hobbesian
contender and the other as the Lockean hegemon. To provide empirical grounding for
my argument, | conduct a corporate network study to examine the interlocking
directorates of 40 Chinese TNCs. In concordance with Carroll and colleagues’ studies, |
find that the globalisation of Chinese TNCs and Chinese corporate elite has been modest
and has not undermined or replaced the national base, nor does it signify a homogeneous
TCC formation. My findings have also revealed an inextricable relationship between the
Chinese TNCs and China’s party-state, or a Hobbesian character of state-organised
capitalism.

“Why the Soviet Invasion (and Withdrawal) of Afghanistan was Different”
Adam Alimi, York University

The Taliban’s return to power in August 2021 set off the usual literatures of failure on the
Afghanistan scholarship. These accounts (‘graveyard of empires’, ‘tribalism’, ‘Islam’) helped
temper whatever hubris American foreign policy dragged along in its so called ‘longest



war'’. Naturally, unforgiving Afghanistan was bound to the Stone Age as the British and
Soviets discovered before. And yet, the Soviet comparison as account of the broader
failure in Afghanistan is wholly inadequate. The crucial point to be made is that the Soviet
experiment in Afghanistan cohered with the winds of modernity and anti-imperialism
animating the Muslim region in the long twentieth century. Like no other, the Soviet
Union inspired local elites of newly formed states in programmes of rapid social
transformation. And the reason is because the Soviet model of development had
something radical to offer, a more complete plan to escape backwardness and
domination in the world system; something beyond a respite in the post-colonial
moment. The same cannot be said of the American agenda in the region as it sought to
constrain this cycle of anti-imperialist modernity, and via Afghanistan destroyed the cycle
for good. That it invaded in 200l in the language of modernity, this time liberal peace,
was caricature as it turns out.

[:30 PM-3:00 PM

FC 203: 2022 Errol Sharpe Book Prize Keynote, Plenary Session
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online

“Home Care Fault Lines: Understanding Tensions and Creating Alliances”
Cynthia Cranford, University of Toronto

Home care is a window into the complexity of inequality and provides insight for how we
might challenge injustice at multiple levels. In Home Care Fault Lines: Understanding
Tensions and Creating Alliances (2020, Cornell University’s ILR Press), | argue that
analyzing both tensions and the possibilities for alliances is essential for understanding,
and undermining, interlocking gendered, classed, racialized and disabling power relations
in care. How can we arrange home care to minimize tensions produced through these
interlocking axes of oppression and maximize alliances between workers, aging and
disabled people, and their organizations? | answer this question by comparing how four
government-funded programs, in Toronto and Los Angeles, differ in the way they arrange
home care. Focusing on the most personal in-home support, that is paid help with daily
activities like bathing and eating, my analysis rests on over 300 interviews and reveals
how a variety of players shape the conditions of home care service and work in unique
contexts. In this talk, I will first give an overview of the argument of the book, and the
cases it is based on. | will then delve into one of the Toronto cases in more depth, the
social disability model, and consider my findings in light of recent events. | will end by
discussing how my current and future research projects, on new home care cases, extend



the framework developed in Home Care Fault Lines, with particular attention to the
possibilities and limits of coalitions.

3:00-3:30 PM

Beverages available in FC 201

3:30 PM-5:00 PM

FC 203: Jason Kenney, Danielle Smith, and Alberta’s Right: A Critical Discussion of Anger
and Angst
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online
Chair: Trevor Harrison, University of Lethbridge
Participants:
e Ricardo Acuna, Parkland Institute
e Bridget Stirling, University of Alberta

Jason Kenney led the United Conservative Party to an overwhelming victory in the 2019
Alberta election, but resigned in 2022 amidst internal party dissent and the political fall-
out from COVID-I9. His replacement as party leader and premier, Danielle Smith, rose to
the position on an avowedly right-wing and sovereigntist agenda. Shortly after becoming
premier, she enacted the ambiguously named “Alberta Sovereignty Within a United
Canada Act.” Smith, and Kenney before her, have mobilized political support around
populist appeals to fear and anger, based on

repeated accounts of Alberta as a victim of Confederation, Liberals, and
environmentalists.

This panel features several authors from the book, Anger and Angst: Jason Kenney's
Legacy and Alberta’s Right (Black Rose, 2023). Based on a political economy approach,
the book argues that - far from being a victim — Alberta’s deeper problems are internal,
sustained and nurtured by an entrenched political elite that fears losing its power and the
province that Alberta is struggling to become. This book provides an account of how the
UCP has governed from 2019 to 2023. It examines the ideas, personalities, and social
forces that have driven its social, political, economic, and ideological agenda, and exposes
its exclusive bias in the interests of this elite.

FC 202: Prefiguration and Left-Imaginaries
Chair: Hailey Murphy, Instructor, Brock University

Participants:



e Terry Maley, Dept. of Politics, York University;
¢ Micha Fiedlschuster, Dept. of Politics, York University;
e Andre Luis Sales, Social and Political Thought Program, York University.

This panel explores how social movements/activists in Brazil, Germany and North America
are responding to a new phase of counterrevolutionary, authoritarian neoliberalism
undergoing partial disintegration. In this context, presenters seek to re-imagine the Left.
In Brazil, grassroots activists have responded to far-right attacks on the electoral system
by embracing prefigurative politics and collective candidacies. They are struggling to
create more diverse forms of participation, fostering citizen’s sense of political efficacy,
and promoting inclusivity in the electoral system. These experiments seek to share
resources, political power, and make decision-making more collective. Climate justice is
also moving to the forefront in climate activism. Climate politics in Germany is an
interesting case for re-imagining the Left because it has a very active climate activism
scene and currently a government that includes the Green Party (which is still partly
rooted in the environmental movements but has given up anti-capitalism). Some climate
activist groups propose prefigurative politics to supplement a parliamentary democracy
that is seen as ossified and dominated by market interests. How do prefigurative politics
relate to left imaginaries, the climate politics of the German government, and the Left
party? Or to insurgencies into the Labour and Democratic parties in the UK and US? Can
climate activism and collective candidacies contribute to re-imagining the Left?

6:00-10:00 PM

Society for Socialist Studies Welcome Reception
(Banquet ticket required, purchasable with registration before May 18)

See old friends and make new ones, as we come together in person for the first time as a
Society since 20I19!



DAY 2: MAY 28

8:00-830 AM

Registration available in FC 201

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

FC 203: The Principles and Politics of Democratic Socialism
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online (Session I discussion of “An Inheritance of our Times”)
Chair: Gregory Zucker, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ.
Participants:
e Barbara Epstein, University of California Santa Cruz;
e Nancy Holmstrom, Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey;
e Wilson Sherwin, Barnard College;
e Michael J. Thompson, William Paterson University;
e lan Williams, CUNY and Foreign Press Association;

After decades of stigmatization, democratic socialism has regained currency in
mainstream political discourse. Yet, the revival of a democratic socialist politics begs
questions. What is distinctive about the democratic socialist political tradition? How is it
distinct from other socialisms? In what ways must democratic socialism be revised to be
responsive to contemporary politics? What resources within the history of democratic
socialism remain salient? These and related questions compel a reconsideration and re-
evaluation of the principles animating democratic socialism. It was to address such
concerns that prominent authors were invited to contribute to the collection, An
Inheritance for Our Times: Principles and Politics of Democratic Socialism. Offering an
array of perspectives and coming out of different traditions, the authors proffered critical
analyses and explorations of the meaning of democratic socialism and contemporary
relevance. In these two roundtables, contributors to the volume revisit their article and
offer assessments of the arguments in light of the dramatic social, political, and economic
changes of the last two years.

FC I08: Settler Colonialism as Social Form
Chair: James Lawson (he/his), University of Victoria

‘Producing Culture, Performing Work: Notes on Judicial Difference-making through
Aboriginal and Labour Rights Cases”
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Phil Henderson, Carleton University; Corey Snelgrove, University of Toronto

In 2007 the Ontario Court of Appeals settled the final round of legal disputes in the case
of Scugog Island First Nation v. CAW-Canada Local 444 et al. At issue was the First
Nation’s assertion of an Aboriginal right to enact its own Labour Relations Code-
legislation which it had undertaken as workers at the on-reserve Great Blue Heron Casino
sought to negotiate a collective agreement with GBH, the multinational that operated
the Casino. Each level of appeal-from the Ontario Labour Relations Board, to the Superior
Court of Justice, to the Court of Appeals-found that Aboriginal rights cannot be
construed so as to encompass the regulation of labour regimes.

Using Scugog, alongside other leading cases on Aboriginal rights (e.qg., Sparrow, Van der
Peet, and Mitchell), we seek to understand how the judiciary constructs a legal regime of
differentiation between the rights of Aboriginal peoples and the rights of workers.
Following Chantal Norrgard's work in Season of Change (2014), which details that historic
settler-Indigenous treaty-making almost invariably addressed questions over the
conditions of labour and the articulation of modes of social reproduction, we trace out
how liberal rights regimes disambiguate Aboriginal and worker rights from one another in
such a way as to make the full realization of self-determination an impossibility in either
case-at least insofar as the courts are imagined as the central avenues by which those
rights are to be advanced.

‘Reimagining Decolonization: The Nation-State and the Notion of Democration Nation”
Behnam Amini, York University

For the most part in the twentieth century, anti-colonial struggles of colonized nations
adopted nationalist ideologies to end colonial rule inflicted on them by foreign entities.
Therefore, nationalism was viewed as a liberating doctrine and an antidote to colonialism.
However, many anti-colonial scholars have questioned the viability of nationalism for
decolonizing purposes. While critiques of nationalism have largely suggested a nationalist
politics oriented toward the interests of subaltern classes as an alternative to classical
nationalism, there has been less attention paid to the concept of the nation as a colonial
construct. Since colonization is not merely a matter of establishing exploitative relations
and apparatuses but it also involves defining the colonized and ruling them, a
decolonizing project must include concepts and definitions that problematize and
replace the colonial discursive constructions of the colonized. I argue that Abdullah
Ocalan’s notion of democratic nation offers a decolonized conception of the nation as it
is framed through reversing and undoing the colonial conceptualization of the nation,
decoupling the nation from political identification with ethnicity or any other cultural
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identities. In other words, a democratic nation is not identified with a certain ethnicity
but the free coalescing of different collectivities which are bound together by
autonomously formed political and social institutions. In my presentation, | will first
present an introduction to Ocalan’s criticisms of the nation-state and nationalism and
their role in reproducing colonial relations. Then, | will delineate his idea of democratic
nation and explain the relationship between decolonization and depoliticization of
ethnicity.

‘Reconciliation and the Proletarianization of Indigenous Peoples in ‘Canada,” an SRT
Approach”
Yaroslava Avila Montenegro (she/her), York University

This paper seeks to explore the proletarianization of Indigenous Peoples in so-called
Canada in the current era of ‘Reconciliation” under/with the settler state. Throughout
earlier periods of colonization, Indigenous Nations in Canada have been forced to the
margins as part of the Canadian apartheid project. This genocidal reality allowed for few
opportunities for class mobilization and integration within the settler economic system
and state. In response to continued radical efforts for Indigenous sovereignty and attacks
on settlers’ historic myopia to violence against Indigenous Nations, the settler state has
embraced calls for Reconciliation. However, the Truth of Reconciliation in Canada is not
one of admission of genocide in various, horrific forms, but rather an attempt to
reconcile Indigenous Peoples with the capitalist mode of production that they have long
been excluded from. Exploring these topics through the lenses of Social Reproduction
Theory, Fisher's conception of capitalist realism, and Coulthard’s distinctions between
recognition and self-determination, this paper will argue that attempts towards
Indigenous liberation that do not challenge modes of capitalist production are doomed
to be fundamentally recuperated and appropriated to maintain the settler-colonial,
capitalist system. From capitalists seeking equity in Tar Sands boardrooms to NGO-co-
optation of Indigenous struggles for donor funding, this paper will challenge the existing
pathways towards false, supposed “freedom” for our peoples and point towards
Indigenous-led, class-conscious ideals of national liberation.

FC 202: Fighting for Home: Housing, Capitalism and Resistance
Chair: Cheryl Hewitt

‘Dispossession by Accumulation: Housing financialization, Indigenous Jurisdiction, and the

Settler-colonial Logic of Elimination”
Yutaka Dirks, York University
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When targeted at Indigenous communities, what do housing financialization strategies
pursued by the state reveal about the Canadian settler colonial project? Is mortgage-
backed homeownership implicated in forms of settler-colonial domination or
accumulation by dispossession, or does it, as proponents argue, provide a path to financial
independence and self-determination? This paper uses a case study of the First Nations
Market Housing Fund, a government-funded and-created First Nations Trustee-managed
organization which is dedicated to the creation of market-based mortgage-financed
housing on First Nations reserves to answer these questions.

Using theories of recognition (Coulthard 2007), jurisdiction (Pasternak 2017), and
elimination (Wolfe 2006), | argue that the First Nations Market Housing Fund
accomplishes three important things for the Canadian state: (1) it reinforces a non-
reciprocal politics of recognition that negates Indigenous nationhood, treaty rights and
obligations while purporting to accept Indigenous cultural forms and values and address
the housing needs of on-reserve Indigenous peoples; (2) it helps to integrate First Nations
governments and individual citizens into financialized housing markets, further
subordinating Indigenous jurisdiction over their economies and political decision-making
to settler-state and capitalist imperatives; and (3) it introduces mechanisms to encourage
market discipline and neoliberal versions of ‘good’ settler citizenship through
indebtedness and the threat of economic sanction; in so doing, it represents an
assimilative policy consistent with an eliminatory logic. The case study analysis points to
the importance of considering the settler-colonial relation when discussing the political
economy of housing in settler-colonial states and suggests the centrality of ‘home’ as a
physical manifestation of governance rooted in sovereignty, a sovereignty that remains
unsettled in Canada.

“Workers’ Taking over Industries in a Capitalist Infrastructure: Problems and Possibilities”
Kanchan Sarker, Algoma University

This study is based on the case studies made on five workers' cooperatives in Kolkata,
India. The author also would like to briefly discuss a few other workers' cooperatives in
India. In India, the origin of workers’ cooperatives is primarily related to saving
employment and production. Thus, the first and foremost issue would be the survival of
these cooperatives amidst a hostile environment. Even where the provincial government
is ruled by a coalition of Left parties, the situation is not much better. Indian Left’s
theoretical dilemma on workers’ cooperatives as well as their existential economic crisis
to attract more investment in the province (West Bengal) made them sometimes hostile
to the worker’s cooperatives. There are some other issues as well that are of immense
importance for their survival. They are capital, getting orders, kickbacks, etc. I have no
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doubt that cooperatives are the building blocks of socialism and democracy is the most
important condition for building a socialist society. Thus, after discussing the issues of
survival, this paper will discuss the issues of internal democracy, notwithstanding that
internal democracy is also a primary condition for the survival of workers’ cooperatives.
Finally, the author would like to conclude that to make workers’ cooperatives successful,
the endeavor should not be restricted only to the workplaces, but to the whole society
and discuss how that could be done.

“You are Lucky to be Here' — An Analysis of Anti-Blackness in Social Housing”
Evelyn Amponsah (she/her), York University

As the creator and first ever Director of the Centre for Advancing the Interests of Black
people (the Centre), a division in Toronto Community Housing (the largest social housing
provider in Canada and second largest in North America), | have intimate knowledge of
the impact of the housing crisis on Black and Indigenous communities. | approached this
work through the lens of contract theory, specifically social contract theory and Afro-
pessimism. | insist that Black people, rendered out of the social contract or not seen as
meaningful contributors to the contract, become subjugated by state housing institutions.
Thus, relegated to the margins and deemed “lucky” to have state provided housing. State
provided housing is treated as a temporary/temporal solution and overdetermines one’s
experience with other systems of oppression Further, the approach to housing that deems
it a “temporary space of transition” allows the state to minimally invest in the success of
the social housing project, which becomes the justification for projects of gentrification
(see Regent Park, Lawrence Heights, Little Jamaica). | also interrogate state housings
interactions with the prison industrial complex. In my research, | title this “The social
housing to prison pipeline,” which captures the way Black and Indigenous people who live
in social housing are policed, criminalized, and managed. | conclude by focusing on the
need for state housing to be a site that requires more analysis because it allows for a
nuanced understanding of Black political economy. I use questions of temporality to
explore and expose these nuances.

10:00-10:30 AM

Beverages available in FC 20I

10:30 AM-12:00 PM

FC 203: The Democratic Socialist Tradition, Today (Roundtable)
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online (Session 2 discussion of “An Inheritance of our Times”)
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Chair: Gregory Zucker, Rutgers University, New Brunswick
Participants:

Rohini Hensman, Independent Scholar;

K. Kit Holder, Rowan University;

Peter Hudis, Oakton Community College;

Joy James, Williams College;

Saskia Sassen, Columbia University;

After decades of stigmatization, democratic socialism has regained currency in
mainstream political discourse. Yet, the revival of a democratic socialist politics begs
questions. What is distinctive about the democratic socialist political tradition? How is it
distinct from other socialisms? In what ways must democratic socialism be revised to be
responsive to contemporary politics? What resources within the history of democratic
socialism remain salient? These and related questions compel a reconsideration and re-
evaluation of the principles animating democratic socialism. It was to address such
concerns that prominent authors were invited to contribute to the collection, An
Inheritance for Our Times: Principles and Politics of Democratic Socialism. Offering an
array of perspectives and coming out of different traditions, the authors proffered critical
analyses and explorations of the meaning of democratic socialism and contemporary
relevance. In these two roundtables, contributors to the volume revisit their article and
offer assessments of the arguments in light of the dramatic social, political, and economic
changes of the last two years.

FC 202: Resisting the Carceral State
Chair: William Kujala, College of Wooster

“The Algorithmic Panopticon”
Brandur Brandson, Independent Researcher; Jamie Magnusson (they/them), Dept. of Adult
Education and Community Development, OISE

In the pandemic summer of 202l Toronto Police Services executed a militaristic and
brutal attack on the city’'s encampments. Similar attacks were launched on across the
province and across Canada. Not only did encampment residents have their tent
communities destroyed but people showing up as encampment supporters were beaten
and arrested, including a young woman in a wheelchair. Sarah Jama, the 24-year-old co-
founder of Disability Justice Ontario, was violently thrown to the ground in Hamilton and
an officer put his full weight on her neck and head while arresting her. The charge was
‘assaulting a police officer’. Jama said that the police claimed that she ran over his toe
with his wheelchair.
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These scenarios are the violent underbelly to so-termed “Smart Cities” characterized by
intensified privatization and securitization through ‘data gathering, ostensibly to ‘improve
lives.” We argue that Smart Cities world-wide are innovations in algorithmic policing and
surveillance. This paper will shine a light on how algorithmic policing and surveillance
emerge from the material production of urban space as serving the logic of financialized
urban accumulation. We argue that the anti-black racism and anti-indigeneity
underpinning carceral capitalism materially precede the production and design of urban
spaces and their risk based” governance. The Al paradigms of contemporary evidence-
based policing and surveillance operate like a Bentham-esque panopticon but have been
divorced from its architectural roots. Surveillance capitalism and intersecting
superstructures have superseded the physical watch tower of panopticon design in its
racial capitalist algorithmics. Al logics have produced a system of intersecting
superstructures spanning the lives of individuals/consumers, small businesses, urban smart
cities, police precincts, workspaces, residential spaces, education institutions, health
institutions, and public transit. This paper seeks to unpack the social relations organizing
death and violence systemic to the algorithmic panopticon.

“Toward a Firearms Policy Agenda for the Left”
Stephen D'Arcy (he/his), Department of Philosophy, Huron at Western University

Selectively restricting firearms access, to promote social well-being and public safety,
should not be controversial from a Left perspective. What should be controversial is how
to distinguish a Left perspective from both libertarian and liberal perspectives. The
libertarian agenda of establishing a “laissez-faire” policy that would allow the Far Right an
unimpeded capacity to accumulate and wield firearms is known to facilitate fascist terror
tactics, both in the form of mass killings by anti-feminist, homophobic, or pro-racism
militants, and in the form of armed intimidation exercises targeting anti-police protests,
drag events, and so on. The rise of Far-Right militias, and the use of firearms by incel and
white-nationalist extremists to kill or threaten their real or imagined foes, have led many
on the Left to insist on the value of public safety and virtues of disarming anti-democratic
organizations and dangerous individuals. On this basis, parts of the Left have gravitated
toward the liberal alternative. But the liberal proposal to confine firearms access to police
officers (and within limits also hunters) similarly fails to serve the end of promoting social
well-being and public safety, in part because armed police officers are a well-known
threat to public safety, and in part because police forces often maintain collaborative
relationships and overlapping memberships with the Far Right. In this paper, | defend
some core principles for a distinctively Left perspective on firearms regulation by
considering one type of policy challenge: how best to regulate firearms access in response
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to the rise of an increasingly brazen and murderous Far Right, without capitulating to the
naive pro-policing approach of liberals, and without denying assistance to labour,
Indigenous and social justice organizations trying to develop a robust community defence
capacity that can operate “against and beyond” the state.

‘Data Driven Abolition: ratemycop.ca and the Verification of Equality in Cyberspace”
Daniel Platts (he/they), PhD Student, Social and Political Thought, York University

The policing of BIPOC life in Canada is a form of state violence supported by the
extension of surveillance technology into the fabric of everyday life. (Maynard, 2017).
Police departments across Canada maintain databases of civilians, generated through
banned but not forgotten practices like carding, and other legal forms of forced
identification. Ratemycop.ca is a counter archival intervention against the encroachment
of the surveillance state. Informed by Jacques Ranciere’s (2004) call to verify equality
against the police imposition of inequality, as well as Mackenzie Wark's (2019) call to take
up class struggle on new vectors in the face of information capital, ratemycop.ca works to
produce a site that encourages people to think about the police, free of the state.

While still in development form, the website has two general functions:

1) provide a searchable database of Canadian police officers, that lets people to look
up officers in their communities, and their histories, placing vital information in
their hands.

2) provide an anonymous forum for people to document their encounters with the
police without fear of state surveillance.

The bulk of the data has been gathered from the sunshine list, representing the ~60% of
officers making over $I0Ok+ CAD. Once the site is live the data will be updated and
maintained by user submissions, and a dedicated moderation team. Rather than seizing or
smashing the state, this anarchy strives to separate from the state, and verify equality, by
putting free technology directly in the hands of people facing state violence.

Keywords: Data Visualization, Police Abolition, Research Creation

FC 305: The Ideas of Class and Capital

Chair: Raju Das

“The Other’ Neoliberalism: The Ideology and Political Economy of the Third Way”
Brent Toye, York University; Dillon Wamsley, York University

The politics of the Third Way' occupies an ambiguous role within scholarship on
neoliberalism. Critical literature casts Third Way political movements such as Bill Clinton’s
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New Democrats or Tony Blair's New Labour as capitulating to market-oriented projects
initiated by the New Right. More sympathetic literature interprets the Third Way as a
pragmatic adaptation to global economic integration or transformed ‘post-industrial
electorates. This paper argues that existing literature has failed to acknowledge the
unique ideological underpinnings and practices of Third Way administrations and to
register their role in consolidating neoliberalism. By re-examining the ideological
influences, policies, and practices of Third Way governments across Europe and North
America throughout the 1990s and 2000s, we contend that our paper is better situated
to make sense of the durability of neoliberalism. This paper proceeds in four sections.
First, we provide a brief literature review of the Third Way. Second, we trace the
influence of New Keynesianism and post-monetarism in shaping core macroeconomic
policies of the Third Way, from central bank independence to fiscal consolidation. Third,
we examine the ideological influences of ‘progressive competitive’ social and labour
market policies passed by Third Way governments. Fourth, we conclude by assessing the
influence of these policies and practices in the consolidation of neoliberalism and its
implications for the post-2008 conjuncture.

‘Eldercare and the Built Environment in Urban China: Capital Switching, Joint Production
Theory, and Bundled Commodities”
James Lawson (he/his), University of Victoria; Feng Xu (she/hers), University of Victoria

In urban China, institutional eldercare interacts with local land markets, presenting special
analytical problems for critical political economy. First, unlike education or health care,
eldercare is not direct investment in a future labour force: its social reproductive
functions are therefore distinctive. Second, home-based eldercare and childcare
contribute to intergenerational household strategies in China that only now are coming
under heavy pressure.

Third, growth in Chinese institutional eldercare increasingly contributes to a recent boom
in repurposing parts of the built environment. China now encourages major cities to site
eldercare facilities in disused industrial sites (e.g., abandoned factories) or buildings that
supported social reproduction (e.g., disused kindergartens). This post-reform repurposing
leads some critical urban geographers to adapt David Harvey's “capital switching” for
China’s complex and distinctive interpenetrations of consumption fund and fixed capital,
for-profit and not-for-profit operations, state and non-state interests, etc.

Finally, users of Harvey’s capital switching argument have historically underscored the

stabilizing effects of diverting capital from single turnover and realization cycles into fixed
capital in the multi-cycle built environment. This certainly applies to recent Chinese
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urbanization booms. But more recent repurposing now appears to affect mounting
overaccumulation and potential devalorization in the built environment as fixed capital.
Buildings recover their value when paired with for-profit eldercare services delivered and
paid for in few turnover cycles. This paper experiments with existing Marxist
appropriations of joint product theory and possibly “bundled commodity” theory to
understand these re-valuations.

“The New Left in China and its Implications: A Reflection”
Nana Liu, Beihang University, Beijing

Three different values and ideological tendencies arose and grew fast in China, namely,
Neo-liberalism, Neo-conservatism and New-leftism. Divided from the liberal camp, the
New Left in China (NLC) comprises mainly scholars and magazinists who pay much
attention to the problems of globalization and marketization. Although The NLC are
often seen as closely related with Marxists because of their proficient skill in using such
discourse narration as class struggle, revolution, and class interests, they are not Marxists
and in fact, what they said and done are on the contrary to Marxism. Apparently, they
don't prefer the tag of Marxists either. The Old Left in China at least appeal for fighting
for communism both in China and on a global scale while the NLC mainly cares about
China’s circumstances and fail to say anything about communism or socialism.

[:30 PM-3:00 PM

FC 203: The Lost Voice of lulli Martov (Book Launch Roundtable)
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online
Chair: Abigail Bakan, Social Justice Education (OISE) and Political Science, University of
Toronto
Participants:
e Peter Hudis, Oakton Community College;
e Kay Schweigmann-Greve, Legal Advisor, author and translator, Hannover,
Germany;
e Mariya Melentyeva, University of Alberta;
e Paul Kellogg, Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies, Athabasca University.

What happened to the emancipatory aims of the Russian left? Beginning in 1903, Russia’s
Social Democratic Workers' Party (RSDRP) was divided into opposing sections, one led by
V. 1. Lenin, the other by lulii Martov. Until 1917, both were equally prominent figures in
Russian politics. Martov, an anti-war socialist intellectual from a Jewish background, wrote
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prolifically for a number of important publications inside and outside Russia. Yet the
books, articles, and pamphlets written by Martov are extremely hard to find in their
original Russian or in translation. Following Martov's untimely death in 1923, one of his
books, World Bolshevism, was published in a Russian-language edition. But it was only in
2000, after decades of extreme censorship, that parts of the book were legally published
inside Russia. In English, this work has reached the public in pieces, often as a part of
pamphlets with limited circulation. This edition, translated by Paul Kellogg and Mariya
Melentyeva, includes an introduction by Paul Kellogg that contextualizes the work and
reintroduces Martov as an important thinker to a twenty-first century readership. It
makes Martov's work available in its complete form for the first time in a hundred years.
Join us to meet the translators and a panel of speakers to discuss this important and
timely new release.

FC 202: Reckonings and Re-Imaginings: Through the Lens of Marcusean Critical Theory
Chair: Terry Maley, Associate Professor, Department of Politics, York University
Participants:
e Douglas Kellner, Graduate School of Education and Information Studies, University
of California at Los Angeles;
e Arnold Farr, University of Kentucky;
e Andrew Lamas, Dept. of Urban Studies, University of Pennsylvania;
e Savita Singh, School of Gender and Development Studies, Indira Gandhi National
Open University, Delhi;
e Roslyn Satchel, School of Communication and Media Studies, Kennesaw State
University.

This Roundtable proposal takes place against the backdrop of far-right populism and the
global spread of authoritarianism and fascism. Amidst diverse attempts to re-imagine
what Left politics might look like beyond the reactionary backlash enabled by
neoliberalism, participants share the view that the Critical Theory of Herbert Marcuse can
contribute not only to reckoning with authoritarianism, fascism, racism, sexism,
xenophobia, and nationalism today, but to re-imagining left responses culturally,
economically and politically. Members of this Roundtable, with extensive backgrounds in
Critical Theory, digital communications studies and literacy, Black liberation philosophy,
critical urban studies, and critiques of neoliberalism, could offer unique reflections on the
challenges and prospects for liberation from a Left/socialist perspective informed by
Marcuse’s Critical Theory. Roundtable participants seek to engage in a dialogue over how
struggles around race, culture, gender, digital media, the ecology, and political economy
today can fruitfully be seen through a Critical Theory lens informed by Marcuse’s
thought. In doing so participants reflect on how their own engagement with Marcuse,
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and their analyses of reckonings and challenges facing the Left globally, can contribute to
the re-imagining of ‘new sensibilities’ that can influence social, cultural and political
transformations including and going beyond ‘Great Refusals’ of neoliberal
authoritarianism.

FC 305: Re-imagining Public Health
Chair: Dennis Raphael, York University

“The Spectres of Three Victorian-era Giants are Haunting Public Health: The Relevance of
Chadwick, Engels, and Virchow's Contributions to the Promotion of Public Health in the
2Ist Century”

Stella Medvedvuk, York University

Three Victoria era thinkers Friedrich Engels, Edwin Chadwick and Rudolf Virchow
recorded the effects of expanding industrial capitalism on the living and working
conditions on the working-class populations arguing that disease and early mortality were
disproportionately experienced by the poor and the working class. Engels wrote that
those responsible for these conditions were committing ‘social murder’. Similarly, albeit
less polemic and critical in nature, the more often quoted works of Chadwick and
Virchow also called on the ruling authorities and the bourgeoisie to reduce the ill effects
of capitalism. These same conditions are present today and continue to be discussed in
ongoing debates about the determinants of health and how societies shape the quality
and distribution of the social determinants of health. Revisiting these three Victoria-era
thinkers through a critical materialist lens can assist our understanding of how the issues
they identified over 170 years ago continue to haunt present day society. Using the
concept of ‘the specter’ (Derrida, 1994) and ‘the trace’ (Hanson, 2014) we can understand
the legacies of the three thinkers and the contemporary relevance of their ideas to
today’s issues in promoting public health. Raising questions about why their findings
continue to be considered -- for better or for worse -- by both the mainstream public
health community and those working within the critical tradition. These considerations
direct new attention to the politics of health and the role ideology plays in identifying,
understanding, and responding to public health issues.

‘Private Equity Funds and Healthcare Services: A Window into the Financialization of
Healthcare Services”

Matthew Tracey, University of Toronto; Sara Allin, University of Toronto; Stephen Maher,
Carleton University
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Canadian healthcare systems have experienced major crises after the emergence of the
SARS-CoV-2 pandemic. Provincial and territorial systems struggle with delayed care,
labour shortages and service closures. Certain governments, such as Ontario, have
proposed expanding the role of private, for-profit care as a solution to these challenges.
While there is substantial literature on the consequences of private, for-profit care
delivery, the role of financialization in health services has only recently been examined.
There has been growth in the number of financial institutions funding or acquiring
healthcare services, including in Canada, and there are concerns that these arrangements
impact both the quality and accessibility of care. Recent studies demonstrate that
outcomes of financialized services may differ from both non-profit and for-profit services.
Yet, the theory of financialization itself remains underdeveloped in health service
literature, which limits our understanding of how this phenomenon connects to the
broader trend of financialization, its social purpose and its relationship with democratic
processes. The purpose of this paper is twofold. First, it will review the existing studies on
the effect of private equity fund acquisition of healthcare services on organizational and
patient outcomes. This will serve as an illustration of how financial actors can shape
healthcare services. Second, it will draw on Marxian theories of financialization and social
reproduction to critically appraise the theoretical frameworks employed in these studies.
It will conclude by considering a research agenda of financialization in healthcare services.

“Who are they Focused on Saving? The Canadlian State and COVID-19"
Kevin Donaldson (he/him), York University

In 2019 the Bank of Canada began conducting Quantitative Easing for the first time. The
Canadian state began granting billions more to business than to families or individuals. In
this unprecedented situation, how can the state justify spending so much more on
intubating capitalism than on helping families through multiple waves of quarantines and
layoffs? Using a Marxist Feminist framework; | will discuss the disparity between the state’s
spending on maintaining capitalism and sustaining Canadian lives. This paper will argue
that the state is better understood as a facilitator and maintainer of capital rather than a
saviour of average citizens, as argued by promoters of bio-politics. This will involve a
discussion of the interaction between the Canadian state and the stabilization of financial
capitalism, social reproduction wages, how racialized women were impacted by
quarantine measures, and how covid spending emergency measures failed to make up for
billions of dollars of handouts to capitalists. The discussion will culminate in a discussion of
how an intersectional approach demonstrates the violent relationship between the
Canadian state, capital, and working families.
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3:00-330 PM

Beverages available in FC 201

3:30 PM-5:00 PM

FC 203: Remembering Frank Cunningham and Celebrating his Intellectual Legacy
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online
Chair: Igor Shoikhedbrod (he/him), St. Francis Xavier University
Participants:
¢ lan Angus (he/him), Simon Fraser University
e Nader Hashemi (he/him), University of Denver
e Esteve Morera (he/him), York University
e Ashwani Kumar Peetush (he/him), Wilfred Laurier University
¢ Vida Panitch, (she/her), Carleton University (Remote)

Former students, colleagues, and friends reflect on the enduring influence of Frank

Cunningham's work: democratic theory, urban philosophy, environmental philosophy,
democratic socialism, and the political thought of C.B. Macpherson.

*ok
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DAY 3: MAY 29

8:00-830 AM

Registration available in FC 20l

8:30 AM-10:00 AM

FC 203: Aesthetics, Performance, and Social Solidarity
Hybrid Session, Livestreamed Online
Chair: William Kujala, College of Wooster

“The Visual Culture of the 1940Os Indian Left: A Caste Critigue”
Aatika Singh, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi (Remote)

The turbulent 1940s in India saw ideological and political adherence to realism in the field
of arts and aesthetics, when many Left leaning and affiliated artists shared humanist
concerns of portraying struggle, suffering and strain through a lens of solidarity. The work
imbibed popular resistance and revolutionary agency as a gesture that was against
classicism, imperialism and fascism. It gave a space to the dual role of the artist-cadre as
an activist and aesthete. This was a new development in the artistic vocabulary of the
Global South. The artwork spread through major urban centres through various politically
progressive platforms, tropes and fronts of the Left political parties, specifically the
Communist Party of India. The progressive cultural action was predominated by members
associated with People’s War label, many of them cultural workers-artists, performers,
photographers, reporters and writers. The Left-wing movement in this period possessed
certain key elements-one of the pivotal ones being the negation of individual autonomy
artistic reproduction and a focus on the society. The historical and philosophical roots
that shaped the conceptualisation of this visual culture included both Marxist and
Feminist discourses of social consensus. However, as newer forms of resistance were being
developed by the Left artists-the significant category of caste induced marginalisation
remained relatively obscured. The cultural form of engagement and assertion remained
untouched or subsumed with Dalits being treated only as empirical subjects. This
reductionism led to stagnation in thought and prevented the propagation of cultural
methods of resistance. The depletion of an emerging art movement led to both an
inward and outward rupture leading to the effacing of Left-wing resistance from the new
narratives of art practice that were emerging in independent India during the 1950s. The
phenomena mandate a reflection of the visual culture propelled and produced by the
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network of the Left-wing movement in the 194O:s in India and understand its relationship
to a caste-based critical analysis.

“‘Capitalism and Social Movements: Interregnum Gaps and Opportunities”
Nerea Montejo Lopez, Universidad Complutense de Madrid (Remote)

This article begins with a question: why do social movements with shared diagnoses fail to
establish alliances among themselves? What are the factors that trigger this failure? In
recent decades we have witnessed multiple changes in the institutional social order that is
capitalism, as well as in the articulation of contested politics. The social movements that
are emerging and developing in this 2Ist century serve not only national interests, but also
transnational interests. Occupy, MeToo, Clobal Justice Movement, Extinction Rebellion, or
Make Amazon Pay determine that it is essentially capitalism that generates the dynamics
they seek to reverse. Why do they not build bridges and alliances despite sharing the
same analysis of the problem (as capitalism)? Why do the new movements not succeed in
uniting their struggles and proposing theoretical and practical lines of action to reach
these common objectives and horizons in a united and united way? Is it positionality,
conflicts of interests or perspectives that explain this failure? Or is it that they are
organised so differently that they are unable to build common bridges? In order to find
answers to these questions, we believe it is necessary to start from an analysis that
conceptualises capitalism in a broad way that will allow us to advance in the study of the
relationship between capitalism and social movements, and above all, to understand the
reasons for the failure to build alliances. Through this paper we intend to sketch the first
lines towards a guide to understand this non-occurrence of the alliance between social
movements.

“Theorizing can Transform Authenticity into Unlivability”
Tim Hayslip, York University

Lynn Nottage’s 2015 play Sweat won a Pulitzer Prize for authentically depicting a labor
dispute that results in a factory being moved to Mexico. Although Nottage explicitly
references the real-life macroeconomic context within which she set the play, she
declines to describe many specific causal connections, leaving that to her audience. As a
theatrical presentation, Sweat invites its audience to decide how to interpret the
narrative amongst themselves. It may be interpreted as either a story of working-class
oppression or an isolated incident in a mostly just or progressive society, or many things
in between. This contrasts dramatically with Karl Marx’s dense theoretical critique of
capitalism. Rather than presenting recurring instances of class warfare as isolated, he
presents them as connected to deeper processes. This paper arqgues that people may
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enjoy the authenticity of Sweat while refusing Marx’s suggested contextualization of class
warfare because people more readily accept stories that are livable, meaning stories
“characterizing a world they can bear to live in” (Bischoping & Gazso, 2016).

‘Between Drag and Mimicry: Theorizing of Feminist Labour in the State”
Patricia Weber, York University (Remote)

Feminist theorists have debated how gendered subjects can participate in a patriarchal
state while negotiating their identities. Famously, Judith Butler's idea of gender
performativity (Gender Trouble, 1990) and drag (Bodies that Matter, 1993), suggest that
this negotiation is possible and perhaps even important. Scholars have criticized this,
claiming that Butler’s theory de-emphasizes the economic and material constraints,
thereby complicating Butler’s suggestion that the performance in the state is possible or
desirable. Recently, a number of trans scholars have returned to Butler and have found
that the concern for material conditions is present in Butler’s earlier work and this should
be carried into contemporary ideas of TransMarxism (Gleeson and Rosenberg,
Transgender Marxism, 202I). In this spirit, my presentation will take up this reading of
Butler and extend it to a re-reading of Luce Irigaray, complicating the delicate question
of how marginalized subjects can use their labour or appear in the state while accounting
for the material body.

FC 303: Parties and Party Systems: Transition or Crisis?
Chair: James Lawson (he/his), University of Victoria

“The Liberal Media Would Rather Support a Populist than a Socialist”
Panagiotis Milonas, York University

How does the “liberal media” report on popular socialist candidates who challenge both
the Democrats and the Republicans during elections? Are they sympathetic towards
them, or do they consider them a potential threat to the dominant social class? What
choices determine the “liberal media’s” news coverage? This article will attempt to answer
these questions by examining Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont’s news coverage during
the Democratic Party primaries for the 2016 and 2020 United States presidential
election and comparing and contrasting it to his opponents’ coverage in both major
political parties, former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and, especially, former reality TV
star and forty-fifth President of the United States Donald Trump. Trump had a
tumultuous relationship with the press yet enjoyed disproportionately positive news
coverage, whereas Sanders, a life-long democratic socialist, and his supporters were the
targets of a slanderous media campaign in 2016. In 2020, the unfavourable news

36



coverage only increased. Therefore, the American Left’'s experiences uncover the aversion
of the “liberal media” towards socialism.

“The Morbid Symptoms’ of a Crisis: Reimagining January 6, Trumpism, and US Politics”
K.B. Pollock

Jan 6 2021: Donald Trump's supporters unsuccessfully overrun the US Capitol to reverse
the 2020 presidential election. Thousands are arrested, charged, tried and jailed; Trump
and insiders face indictment. Was this the end of neo-liberalism as a political project? An
application of Marxist class theory demonstrates that Trump’s supporters constitute the
latest of successive petty-bourgeois populist movements of the sort that Richard
Hofstadter called the “paranoid style in US politics™. These formations are themselves an
indicator of deepening political crisis; they destabilize governments, proclaim reactionary
ideologies and heighten social conflict. Antonio Gramsci called it a “crisis of authority”: a
divided ruling class cannot coherently lead state or civil society; the working class is
politically sidelined; “hegemonic” institutions and political parties fracture, intellectuals
change sides. The Republican Party is in disarray. The subordinate, “middle” classes
prosecute endless “culture wars”. Trumpian mobilization indicates petty-bourgeois
withdrawal from the power bloc - if so, can neo-liberalism persist? If not, what comes
next? The political situation remains “delicate and dangerous”, replete with “morbid
symptoms” and “shadowy forces led by charismatic men of destiny.” The crisis can't be
resolved unless the US ruling class resolves its internal issues and tries to win people’s
“willing consent” to a new regime with new leaders.

“The Old Mole and the NDP- How Proportional Representation Could Help Restore the
Left in Canada”
Dennis Raphael, York University; Toba Bryant, Ontario Tech University

It is now recognized that Canada’s New Democratic Party (NDP) is not a social democratic
party, much less a socialist party. As a result, even if elected to power it is unlikely to
implement public policies that would fundamentally shift the imbalances of power,
influence and distributions of economic and social resources associated with 2Ist century
Canadian capitalism. A further problem associated with the NDP is its lack of forceful
advocacy for equity promoting public policies: It has long effectively neutralized and
suppressed progressive social and political movements promoting such public policies
both within and without the party. In this article we consider how the NDP is now an
institutional “whack-a-mole” by which Marx’s metaphor of the revolutionary spirit as a
mole “[W]ho knows so well how to work underground, suddenly to appear: the
revolution” is actively suppressed by the NDP when it appears. Given the growing
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uncertainty that any social democratic party can effect significant improvements in the
lives of Canadians, we suggest the implementation of proportional representation in
Canada’s election process could restore the political left to Canadian politics by enabling
the emergence of a new citizen-based post-capitalist party committed to establishing a
socialist society. Our analysis has clear implications for those wishing to shift other political
parties such as the Democratic Party in the USA and the Labour Party in the UK to adopt
progressive positions that question the status quo.

“‘Can "Democratic Socialism" Find Support in Marx and Engels? Fact-checking Both Sides
of the Democracy/Dictatorship Debate”
Wilfred Lynch

In Engels and Marx we find several tantalizing passages that seem to lend support to the
"democratic socialism" of Bernie Sanders and many others of the Left today. This paper
will examine the most important of these utterances to check whether the socialism of
Marx-Engels, which they conceived of as a scientific and integral whole, can indeed be
interpreted as advocating this self-termed democratic socialism. The counter-evidence
from the classics will also have to be examined, so that the views of those that demur
from using this concept (democratic socialism) are given a fair hearing. The
reverberations in the early twentieth century of the perceived ambiguity on this matter
in the original texts will be outlined through a look at the Lenin vs Kautsky-Luxemburg
debate. Finally through examining the political activity of big business in Canada in the
2Ist century, and the questions for the theory of the state that it raises, empirical
evidence will be brought to bear that should help clarify this long-standing
democracy/dictatorship problem in Marxism, to which problem the "democratic
socialism" idea is obviously one suggested solution.

10:00-10:30 AM

Beverages available in FC 20l

10:30 AM-12:00 PM

FC 203: Re-Imagining the Multi-Dimensional Left: Challenges and Perspectives
Hybrid Plenary Session, Livestreamed Online
Chair: Terry Maley (York University) and Nancy Love (Appalachian State University)
Participants:

e Clyde Barrow, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley;

e Bradley MacDonald, University of Colorado;

38



e Katherine Young, University of Hawaii at Hilo;

e Nancy Love, Appalachian State University;

e Megan Aiken, University of Alberta;

e Jamie Magnussen, Dept. of Adult Education and Community Development, OISE.

Colleagues from the Society for Socialist Studies and the Caucus for a Critical Political
Science (in the US) propose this Roundtable as a joint initiative for dialogue between the
two organizations of like-minded colleagues. The proposal comes against the backdrop of
dramatically increasing inequalities at home and abroad, a creeping far-right populism,
resurgent fascism and ongoing, global attempts to re-imagine what Left politics might
look like in and beyond the current authoritarian conjuncture. The Roundtable takes its
cue from this year's Congress theme, “Reckonings and Re-Imaginings.” More specifically,
what are the challenges facing a very diverse and global (yet still nationally and
institutionally bounded) Left? Roundtable participants seek to reflect on both current and
historical practices and movements (on intersecting scales) involving social, economic,
political and cultural struggles both within and outside of the state. In doing so
participants reflect on how their own distinct yet interrelated theoretical perspectives (i.e.
feminism, racial justice, LGBTQ2S+, social movements, labour history, critiques of
neoliberalism) can contribute to both analyses of current challenges facing the Left, and
re-imagining the contours of social and political transformation in uncertain times.

12:00PM-1:OOPM

Light luncheon in FC 20I before the AGM.

130 PM-3:00 PM

FC 203: Annual General Meeting of the Society for Socialist Studies
Please visit our website, here, to review agenda items prior to meeting. Attendees must
be in good standing with the society, including an up-to-date membership.

3:30 PM-5:00 PM

VH C: Canadian Association for the Study of International Development 2023 Keynote

“Development in the 2Ist Century: What's Worth Re-imagining?”
A Conversation with Robtel Pailey
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Four years ago, Robtel Neajai Pailey re-invigorated a debate about the colonial
underpinnings of mainstream development and its racist logics with an influential journal
article entitled ‘De-centring the “White Gaze” of Development'’. She has since
distinguished herself as a critical public voice on decoloniality. In this ‘keynote
conversation’ with CASID board member Themrise Khan, Pailey reflects on a range of
issues at the intersection of scholarship and social justice, including, but not limited to:
reparations as more emancipatory than aid; indigeneity as a proxy for racial minority
status; mainstreaming race as an anti-racist agenda for development; diasporas as both
spoilers and enablers of development; citizenship as a continuum of inclusion and
exclusion; Canada as a small player in the development sector; the dichotomy between
‘global’ vs ‘international’ development; and the trajectory of Development Studies as a
field of academic inquiry.
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DAY 4: MAY 30

8:30 AM-3:00 PM

Honouring the Life and Work of Aziz Choudry, Presented by the Canadian Association for
Work and Labour Studies (CAWLY)

Please reqister here
Join us this spring to honour the life and work of our dear comrade Dr. Aziz Choudry. This
one-day event will bring together activists and scholars to reflect on some of Aziz’s many
contributions inside and outside of academia, as part of the Annual Society for Socialist
Studies Conference. (Note: There is no cost associated with this mini-conference.)

3:15 PM-4:45 PM

DB OOO06: Rik Davidson/Studies in Political Economy Book Prize Keynote
Co-Sponsored with the Canadian Political Science Association and Studies in Political
Economy Journal

Chair: Hepzibah Munoz-Martinez (University of New Brunswick)

The lecture showcases the work of this year's winner of the Rik Davidson/Studies in
Political Economy Book Prize in Political Economy. This year's winner is Heather Whiteside,
the author of the book, Capitalist Political Economy: Thinkers and Theories. This book
explores principal themes in the development of capitalism and political economic
thought, and contextualizes the legacy of foundational political economists by exploring
their life and times. The book prize talk will highlight some of Heather Whiteside's new
areas of research on the political economy of the state.
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The Realm of Freedom

“Freedom in this field can only consist in socialised

man, the associated producers, rationally regulating
their interchange with Nature, bringing it under their
common control, instead of being ruled by it as by

the blind forces of Nature; and achieving this with the
least expenditure of energy and under conditions most
favourable to, and worthy of, their human nature. But it
nonetheless still remains a realm of necessity. Beyond it
begins that development of human energy which is an
end in itself, the true realm of freedom, which, however,
can blossom forth only with this realm of necessity as its
basis.”





