


Energizing Class Struggles:
Race, Gender, and Colonialism

We wish to energize class struggles, understanding that the class relationship
in contemporary capitalism is mediated by forms of oppression related to
gender, race, able-bodiedness and orientation, and is articulated with the
ongoing colonization of Indigenous peoples across lands and waters claimed
by Canada. At the same time, energetic class struggles are a variable historical
reality across the whole of society, in areas ranging from the arts to literary
studies to everyday economics in the home, the workplace and the community.
The University, too, is a site of sometimes-energetic, sometimes-waning class
struggle. On the one hand it re ects the relative dominance of the capitalist
class in radically unequal times, including the power of resource extraction
industries to shape university institutions and aims. On the other hand, the
working classes, women (and women-identi ed) and subaltern groups have
sought to challenge the expression of capitalist power in academia and
society more broadly. At least since the 1970s, diverse Indigenous peoples
have likewise sought simultaneously to ‘decolonize’ and ‘indigenize’ university
spaces as part of broader struggles of Indigenous self-determination and
liberation. In short, the working classes have never merely accepted their
domination but have always fought battles against the power of capital in very
unequal conditions. We consider energizing class struggles as a possibility — the
potential for revitalized struggles by and for equity-seeking groups, subaltern
classes and among diverse Indigenous peoples against an unjust colonial-
capitalist world system.

The theme of the 2016 CFHSS Congress is ‘Energizing Communities’. In our
attempt to Energize Class Struggles, the Society invites participants to critically
re ect upon the histories of vital class opposition. We call upon contributors to
think through the possibilities for re-energizing class and Indigenous struggles
in an historical moment of unprecedented capitalist class power.












































































Founded in 1967, the Society for Socialist Studies is
an independent academic association not af liated
with any political organization or group. The Society
currently focuses on two projects: our peer-reviewed
academic journal and our annual conference at the
Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences.

Both projects provide a forum for wide-ranging
discussion, debate and analysis, making an
important contribution to the ongoing development
of socialist theory, knowledge and practices.

The Society for Socialist Studies is a growing
organization with an expanding online presence.
We continue to look for new members, authors,
researchers, session-organizers and volunteers. We
welcome new scholars and graduate students.

Membership information is available on the Society
website. We offer a special membership rate to
students and low-income or unemployed persons.

We particularly encourage anti-racist, critical
disability, ecological, feminist, Indigenous and queer
approaches to socialism.

Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes is a peer-
reviewed, interdisciplinary and open-access journal.
It focuses on describing and analyzing social,
economic and/or political injustice, and practices of
struggle, transformation and liberation.

As an open-access journal, Socialist Studies/Etudes
socialistes is freely available online and has global
reach. Our journal website has been accessed by
readers in over 70 countries.

The journal regularly features special sections or
even entire issues on a selected theme. Recent
themes include: The Legacy of G.A. Cohen, Neo-
Liberal Austerity and Working Class Resistance, Rosa
Luxemburg’s Political Economy, Twenty Years after

Kanehsata:ke and Rethinking Leninism.

In 2010, Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes began
publishing a series of feature interviews with
outstanding critical scholars such as William K.
Carroll, Dorothy E. Smith, David McNally, Himani
Bannerji and Sunera Thobani.

Each issue includes an extensive book review
section.

Socialist Studies/Etudes socialistes is indexed in
EBSCO Publishing, Left Index and the Wilson Social
Sciences Full Text databases, and is a member

of the Canadian Association of Learned Journals
(CALJ). We welcome submissions of strong, original
manuscripts.

The Society for Socialist Studies holds its
annual conference as part of the Congress of
the Humanities and Social Sciences, the largest
multidisciplinary academic gathering in Canada.

Sessions and roundtables are organized by returning
and new members of the Society on a wide variety
of subjects. The Society chooses an overall theme,
but we are open to any topic that relates to the
broad mandate of the Society. The Society strongly
encourages the participation of new scholars and
graduate students.

Each year, a well-known scholar delivers a keynote
address. Congress is also our annual opportunity to
meet in person, organize and socialize. Returning
and new members are encouraged to attend our
Annual General Meeting in order to learn more
about the Society and to help sustain and build it.
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